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D
eep in in the vineyards of Sicily, Robert Schon, an assistant 
professor in the UA’s department of classics, and his wife, Emma 
Blake, an assistant professor of classics at Tufts University who will 

join the UA department next year, stop to take a survey.
With permission from Sicilian authorities, Drs. Schon and Blake, 

along with a group of University of Arizona and other university 
graduate students, survey a 100-square-kilometer section of the land 
for surface evidence of historical cultures. Starting at the coast of a 
Phoenician colonial site, the team is attempting to determine how  
far colonists strayed from home.

“When it comes to Phoenicians, the story is they stuck to the coast 
and didn’t enter the interior of the island,” Dr. Schon said. “We want 
to determine if we can monitor the interaction between the colonial 
powers and the indigenous populations.”

First-year classics graduate student Aaryn Brewer joined Dr. 
Schon’s survey project in its opening year last summer. Like the other 
volunteers, she spent a majority of her time in the field, searching for 
traces of vanished settlements.

“A given field would be partitioned into 10-meter transects and each 
walker would travel down the center, picking up every artifact within a 
single meter,” Brewer explained. “One can use numerical information 
gleaned from this to extrapolate how many artifacts lie within a given 
field, and by covering a group of adjacent fields, how many artifacts lie 
within a large area.”

Following their walks, volunteers would head to the lab to clean, 
identify and photograph artifacts. So far, the team has found prehistoric 
– potentially Paleolithic – materials, as well as a Roman villa with 
thousands of artifacts. They will travel back this summer to continue 
surveying, with hopes to renew their permit for another two years. 

With no external funding, the survey team will likely remain small, 
consisting of about six to eight volunteers. “We would like to expand it,” 
Dr. Schon said. “But for now we have a loyal following of students who 
volunteer to pay their own way, and most of the people who went last 
summer are anxious to go back.” n

Assistant Professor Eleni Hasaki from the 

UA department of classics is fired up about  

her craft.

A pottery specialist for various excavations 

in Greece and Tunisia, Dr. Hasaki calculates 

areas of workshops by function, and analyzes 

individual artifacts. 

During craft analysis, she considers 

the wisdom of ancient philosophers and 

technical writers; the presence of ancient 

establishments, including workshops and kilns; 

and the actual ancient artifacts, themselves. 

“Using scientific methods, you can establish 

the composition and origin of the clay, and find 

how potters controlled their firing,” Dr. Hasaki 

said. “With some you can analyze fingerprints 

and establish how many people were involved 

and what they were doing.”

Drawing from an ancient potters’ proverb, 

“Do not learn to throw a pithos,” Dr. Hasaki 

applies knowledge from her craft to promote 

patience in her students. 

“The proverb means to not start learning 

how to throw a vessel by throwing a huge 

vessel,” she said. “Build up your experience 

and you’ll be able to throw something big.”

Dr. Hasaki built something big at Tucson’s 

St. Augustine High School in October 2004 – a 

replica of an ancient Greek kiln. 

“It’s an open air lab,” she said. “People  

from the community, the University, and from 

around the world have sent small pieces to  

be fired inside.” 
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